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“Homosexuality”

“Queer”

“Men who have sex with men (MSM)”

“Homophobia”

“Heterosexism”

“Transgender”

“Transphobia”

“Genderism”

“Intersectionality”

These definitions are not all encompassing.
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“HIV is a death sentence”

“HIV infection rates are universally decreasing in the United

States”

“If PEP is administered after exposure to HIV, infection can be

prevented”

“HIV can be spread through kissing”

“AIDS is contagious”

“Gay men and other MSM make up the largest proportion of

infections worldwide”

“Some states in the US prohibit discussion of LGBT health in

public schools”
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← This pair of glasses will point out simplified summaries of some sections

HIV weakens your immune system. This means you can get sick more easily, infections may be

worse, and it might take you longer to heal. It belongs to the virus family that is known for having

long-lasting effects, may be hard to detect at first, and can multiply quickly in your body.
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     The HIV virus uses a glycoprotein (#120) that acts like a hand to grab onto the T-cell. A T-cell is a
white blood cell that acts like a security system that destroys cells that your body does not recognize, like
infections and viruses.      Once the HIV virus grabs onto the T-cell, it pushes itself inside and releases all

of its RNA and enzymes.      The HIV RNA then uses the HIV enzymes to code backwards into HIV DNA.         
   The HIV DNA then hides itself inside the T-cell's genome. A genome is basically the cell's entire DNA

code. Because the HIV DNA is hiding with the T-cell's regular DNA,        the T-cell cannot tell the difference
and it just beings to make what it thinks is its normal RNA and proteins. The T-cell ends up making

copies of the HIV RNA and proteins.             These new copies of HIV RNA and proteins then start to leave
the T-cell. Why? Because they want to go infect another T-cell. This cycle continues. When the T-cell

finally notices that it has been infected, it begins its natural defense reaction, which is to self-destruct. So,
in the end, we now have more copies of HIV virsus and the infected T-cell dies.
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You might remember that these types of virus are hard to detect during early infection. Why is this
bad? If doctors can't tell that you have the infection, they can't help you start taking care of it. The
HIV virus also gives you flu-like symptoms. So, because the doctor can't tell that you have HIV and
because it looks like the flu, you might get misdiagnosed. In the meantime, the virus continues to

quickly multiply itself while killing your T-cells.
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Touching

KissingSharing bathrooms

Sharing food
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PROGRESS HAS NOT BEEN EQUAL.
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SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY

PEOPLE WHO INJECT DRUGS

RACE
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1981

270 cases and 121 deaths by the end of the year

1982

1983

1984

1985

over 15,500 cases and over 12,500 deaths to date

1986

1987

over 50,000 cases and 41,000 deaths 
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1990

1992

1994

1995

500,000 AIDS cases in the US to date

1996

41,000 people died
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Main barriers

Financial limitations
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Lack of education 

Homophobia among medical

practitioners (3)

Stigma and internalized homophobia
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                 Researchers hypothesize that a vaccine might work 
   if they can find a way to prevent the HIV virus from grabbing onto T-cells. So, they 

    thought that antibodies might be able to prevent attachment to the T-cell by having them stick onto 
the glycoprotien hands of the HIV virus before the hands could reach the T-cells. The Mascola et al. team were able to make
antibodies that could shutdown a lab grown version of the HIV virus. However, when they tested the same antibodies on the
version that grows in humans, it failed. The Kwong et al. team wondered if these antibodies could even be grown inside the
human body (they found out they could). Kwong et al. then tried to see why the antibodies were unable to shut down the

human grown version of HIV. They found the the hands of the HIV virus are initially found inside the virus, so antibodies can't
find the hands. Once the hands popped out of the virus, they transformed and moved in certain ways that made it hard for

the antibodies to stick. The different transformations could easily knock off the antibodiues. 
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The AIDS crisis in the US sparked a movement

of discrimination against HIV+ individuals. 
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Currently, Russia is one of the two regions that still has

an increasing incidence rate for HIV. But Why?
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PrEP ad

Prevention: Why aren't more people using PrEP?

Anti-Retroviral Therapy
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Experimental treatments

Mental Health: LGBTQ Youth and Depression
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Mental Health: Depression and Sexual Risk-Taking
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Sex Education: Abstinence-Only vs. Protection-Based Sex Education

Sex Education: LGBTQ Sexual Health Education

CDC Surveillance Report

49



Politics, law, and religion

Russia
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